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AMPHIBIANS: THE HIGHEST ENDEMIC
GROUP IN WESTERN GHATS
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WESTERN GHATS & AMPHIBIANS

The Western Ghats is a mountain range of southwest India, considered as one of the 34 Global biodiversity hotspots and also one of the world's eight
Hottest of Biodiversity Hotspots. It exhibits a great variety of vegetation comprising scrub jungles, grassland, dry and moist deciduous forests, and
semi-and evergreen forests. This helps in the presence of an abundance of fauna and flora in this region. The Western Ghats montane rain forest is
the home for a large number of endemic biota.

Amphibians are ectothermic, tetrapod vertebrates of the Kingdom Animalia, Phylum Chordata, Subphylum Vertebrata and class Amphibia. They can
live in both aquatic and terrestrial habitats. Class Amphibia has three orders, Anura, Urodela, and Apoda. The diversified topography, geographic
locations, humidity and high rainfall supports the survival of numerous amphibian species in Western Ghats. It is estimated that 6400 amphibian
species are present in the world. Among that 4.4% is reported from India.
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